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OF STEEL AND POLYMERS 



INFORMATIO N DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.97(b) 



This information disclosure statement is filed before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits. The cited references are described below: 

U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0074848 A1 proposes a truck 
bed hopper of a mining dump truck that is capable of elastic deformation when it is 
subject to the loading or unloading of material, built preferably of structural or of 
wear and tear steel, where the general structure of the bed hopper is curved. By 
this construction, the great moments of inertia which are achieved with curved 
surfaces eliminate or reduce to a great extent the use of beams as main resistive 
elements. The present bed hopper has a protective blinder which is preferably 
cylindrical in shape and a frontal wall and floor which are preferably elliptical in 
shape. The bottom of the bed hopper externally has a plurality of transversal 
beams, preferably 4 to 6 in number, even more preferably 5 in number which have 
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a main function of keeping the bottom surface curved and transferring the strengths 
of the envelopment to the truck's body. Further, the bottom externally also has a 
plurality of support elements, preferably two in number, that are located at the front 
part, i.e., ahead of the rotation axis of the hopper. The support elements only 
permit the support of the bed hopper on the truck's body and may be eliminated if 
the truck's body adapts itself to directly take in the transversal beams. 

U.S. Patent 6,068,297 relates to a bulk material handling wear mat of 
elastomeric/polymeric material having good wear and impact resistance and is 
suitable for use as a wear lining in an off road haulage vehicle in which the mat is 
formed as a substantially planar mat having first and second opposing surfaces one 
of the opposing surfaces forming on exposed wear surface when in use in which 
the surface is under compression. There is also disclosed an adjustable rope 
support with aperatures and a fabric reinforcement for the wear mat. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,022,068 relates to a lightweight body for a dump truck 
which includes a floor with a pair of opposed spaced upwardly extending side walls 
coupled thereto. An upwardly extending front wall is included and coupled to the 
floor between the side walls to thereby create a space for carrying a payload and a 
rearward spillway for dumping the payload. The floor is formed of a plurality of 
adjacently positioned sections that are either separate pieces or form part of one 
continuous piece. The sections are arranged in an order of increasing thickness or 
hardness with the thickest or hardest section located at the spillway. This body 
structure substantially reduces weight while simultaneously preserving body 
strength, thereby allowing dump truck payload capability to be increased. 

The art listed hereinabove, while of some relevance, is not to be considered 
to teach or suggest the invention described and claimed in the aforementioned 
application. The references do not teach or suggest the applicant's invention as 
presently claimed. 
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It is respectfully requested that the references listed herein be considered 
during prosecution of this application and made of record therein, appearing among 
the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: February ^ 2004 




/harles B. Lobspnz 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Registration No. 36,857 
(703) 584-3276 
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